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Foreword
Councillor Dyfrig Siencyn
Leader, Cyngor Gwynedd Council

Gwynedd Council is extremely proud to be the lead body for The Slate Landscape 
of Northwest Wales World Heritage bid. For over a decade now, we have been 
working with several partners across the region on this exciting project.

The slate industry of this area was a hugely important part of the global economy in 
the eighteenth, nineteenth and twentieth centuries, with the hard efforts of local 
workers being exported globally and whose labour is still visible on palace and 
terrace roofs across the world. 

Today, the industry continues to make an important contribution to Gwynedd�s 
economy, with quarries at work and secondary processing taking place adjacent to 
the area we hope UNESCO will inscribe as a World Heritage Site, and continuing to 
supply the world with the best quality products. They continue an important tradition 
and positively contribute to our understanding of the past.

Here in Gwynedd, the legacy of the quarries remains extremely evident around us, 
from the striking landscape, the industrial buildings and steam railways to our villages 
and towns. This is a living legacy where people can experience and learn about our 
story through museums, archives, interpretative tours, long-distance paths, 
volunteering, archaeology and adrenalin-fuelled activities such as zip-wires and 
down-hill biking.� 

Not only is the influence of the quarrying industry visible, but its heritage is still heard 
strongly in the language, traditions and rich histories of these areas. 

Our aim is to celebrate this heritage and landscape and recognise their historic and 
industrial importance in the world. By celebrating our history, we want to regenerate 
our communities and create exciting opportunities for the benefit of our citizens. 

This Management Plan outlines how Gwynedd Council and its partners will manage 
the World Heritage Site in the future, by protecting our heritage and by ensuring 
high-quality and appropriate development within the compelling landscape that we 
have inherited.

By implementing projects such as LleCHI we have engaged with communities and 
supported cultural events, renewing and reviving interest in our children, young 
people and adults for our outstanding local and international story. 

With enthusiastic collaboration between local government, the Welsh Government, 
partners, stakeholders, quarry-operators, landowners and communities, we will be 
able to fulfil the ambitious but realistic aims and policies set out in this Management 
Plan. We look forward to working together in the future for the benefit of our slate 
valleys, for all the people of Gwynedd and for the wider world, and to create a 
legacy for the generations to come.

Mae Cyngor Gwynedd yn hynod falch o weithredu fel corff arweiniol ar gyfer 
enwebiad Safle Treftadaeth y Byd Tirwedd Llechi Gogledd Orllewin Cymru. Ers dros 
ddegawd bellach, rydym wedi bod yn cydweithio â sawl partner ledled y rhanbarth 
ar y prosiect cyffrous hwn.

Roedd diwydiant llechi�r ardal hon yn rhan hynod bwysig o economi byd-eang erbyn 
y ddeunawfed, y bedwaredd ganrif ar bymtheg a�r ugeinfed ganrif, gyda chynnyrch 
llafur caled y gweithwyr lleol yn cael ei allforio ar draws y byd ac mae ffrwyth eu 
hymdrechion yn dal i�w weld ar doeau palasau a thai teras ledled y byd.  

Heddiw, mae�r diwydiant yn parhau i wneud cyfraniad pwysig i economi Gwynedd, 
gyda chwareli ar waith a phrosesu eilaidd yn digwydd gerllaw�r ardal yr ydym ni�n 
gobeithio y bydd UNESCO yn ei arysgrifio fel Safle Treftadaeth y Byd, ac mae�n 
parhau i gyflenwi�r byd â�r cynnyrch gorau.  Maent yn parhau i fod yn draddodiad o 
bwys ac yn gwneud cyfraniad cadarnhaol at ein dealltwriaeth o�r gorffennol. 

Yma yng Ngwynedd, mae etifeddiaeth y llechi yn parhau i fod yn hynod amlwg o�n 
cwmpas, o�r dirwedd trawiadol, i�r adeiladau diwydiannol a�r rheilffyrdd stŒm i�n 
pentrefi a�n trefi. Dyma etifeddiaeth fyw lle gall pobl brofi a dysgu ynghylch 
amgueddfeydd, archifau, teithiau dehongli, llwybrau maith, gwirfoddoli, archeoleg a 
gweithgareddau llawn adrenalin megis gwifrau gwib a beicio i lawr bryniau. 

Nid yn unig y mae dylanwad y diwydiant chwareli i�w weld, ond mae ei dreftadaeth 
yn dal i�w glywed yn gryf yn yr iaith, yn nhraddodiadau ac yn hanes cyfoethog yr 
ardaloedd hyn. 

Ein nod yw dathlu�r dreftadaeth a�r dirwedd hon ac adnabod eu pwysigrwydd 
hanesyddol a diwydiannol yn y byd. Drwy ddathlu ein hanes, rydym am adfywio ein 
cymunedau a chreu cyfleoedd cyffrous er budd ein dinasyddion. 

Mae�r Cynllun Rheoli hwn yn amlinellu sut fydd Cyngor Gwynedd a�i bartneriaid yn 
rheoli Safle Treftadaeth y Byd yn y dyfodol, drwy warchod ein treftadaeth a thrwy 
sicrhau datblygiad o ansawdd uchel a phriodol yn y dirwedd rymus hon yr ydym 
wedi�i hetifeddu. 

Drwy weithredu prosiectau megis LleCHI, rydym wedi ymgysylltu â chymunedau a 
chefnogi digwyddiadau diwylliannol, adolygu ac adfywio diddordeb ymysg ein plant, 
pobl ifanc ac oedolion ar gyfer ein stori leol a rhyngwladol eithriadol.  

Gan gydweithio�n frwd rhwng llywodraeth leol, Llywodraeth Cymru, partneriaid, 
budd-ddeiliaid, gweithredwyr chwarel, tirfeddianwyr a chymunedau, bydd modd i ni 
gyflawni�r nodau a�r polisïau uchelgeisiol, ond realistig, sydd wedi�u nodi yn y Cynllun 
Rheoli hwn. Edrychwn ymlaen i gydweithio yn y dyfodol er budd ein dyffrynnoedd 
llechi, ar gyfer holl bobl Gwynedd a�r byd yn ehangach, a chreu etifeddiaeth ar gyfer 
y cenedlaethau sydd i ddod. 

Y Cynghorydd Dyfrig Siencyn
Arweinydd Cyngor Gwynedd
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Preface
Dafydd Wigley
The Rt Hon the Lord Wigley of Caernarfon, 
Privy Counsellor

As chair of the Partnership Steering Group promoting World Heritage status for The 
Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales, it gives me great pleasure, to introduce this 
Management Plan on behalf of Gwynedd Council and its partners. The Management 
Plan provides a framework for how we will deal with change within the world 
heritage site. It also considers how we can use the status to protect, promote and to 
improve our region for the benefit of local communities, businesses and visitors to 
the area.

Slate, quarried from mountain-slope and valley-floor, or mined from the bowels of 
the earth, hewn by sweat, blood and silicotic lungs, was the all-purpose material of 
our community. It roofed our homes, and the off-cut waste provided ready-made 
walling blocks. Placed on end, slate slabs � crawiau � were the natural field dividers. 
Even water-troughs on farms were constructed from carefully mortised slate. The 
doorsteps of our homes were of slate, as were our gateposts, the slabs on which we 
walked and the name-plates by our doors, not to mention our gravestones. 

In global terms, it was a major export, carried on small wooden schooners to 
Hamburg, Szczecin, Melbourne and New York, as well as to countless harbours and 
ports elsewhere. It was not only the slate itself that was exported; many quarrymen 
and their families went to Canada, to the United States and to Australia to open 
quarries. A rock-hard environment and the harsh climate made these people what 
they were � rock-solid, reliable and enduring; Cadernid Gwynedd (�the dependability 
of Gwynedd�) is the motto of our county. 

There is always a danger in a marginal area like Gwynedd, and wherever an ancient 
indigenous language remains strong, that we imagine these communities, rugged 
and hard-working as they undoubtedly were, to be lacking in both inventiveness 
and diligence. Our slate story tells us otherwise. New towns and villages came into 
being to house the workforce; these are excellent examples of industrial-era 
communities, but they also have their unique Welsh character. The slate railways of 
Northwest Wales, carved through rock cuttings or carried across mountain streams 
on high stone causeways, proved a model for similar systems in mountain 
environments across the world. Engineers, managers and technicians made 
informed choices about new handling systems, machinery for pumping or tunnelling, 
or saws for squaring slate blocks. 

These are just some of the many good reasons why I believe that the world will want 
to know more about The Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales, and will appreciate 
and enjoy its significance. It is also why this Management Plan is so important in 
collectively ensuring that we sustainably manage the site for future generations to 
promote a living landscape that sustains our language, culture, communities and 
economy.

Fel cadeirydd Gr�p Llywio�r Bartneriaeth sy�n hyrwyddo statws Treftadaeth y Byd ar 
gyfer Tirwedd Llechi Gogledd Orllewin Cymru, pleser o�r mwyaf yw cyflwyno�r 
Cynllun Rheoli hwn ar ran Cyngor Gwynedd a�i bartneriaid. Mae�r Cynllun Rheoli yn 
gosod fframwaith ar gyfer sut y byddwn yn ymdrin â newid yn y safle treftadaeth y 
byd. Yn ogystal, mae�n ystyried sut y gallwn ddefnyddio�r statws i warchod, hyrwyddo 
a gwella ein rhanbarth er budd cymunedau a busnesau lleol ac ymwelwyr i�r ardal. 

Llechi wedi�u cloddio o lethrau�r mynyddoedd a lloriau�r dyffrynnoedd, neu o grombil 
y ddaear, wedi�u naddu gan chwys, gwaed ac ysgyfaint silicotig, oedd y deunydd ar 
gyfer bob dim yn ein cymuned. Rhoddodd y llechi do uwch ein pennau, ac roedd y 
gwastraff yn ddeunydd cyfleus i godi waliau. Gosodwyd slabiau llechi yn y ddaear i 
greu crawiau oedd yn waliau terfyn naturiol mewn caeau. Câi hyd yn oed cafnau 
d�r ar ffermydd eu creu o lechen oedd wedi�i morteisio�n ofalus.  Roedd carreg yr 
aelwyd, pyst giatiau, y slabiau o dan ein traed, placiau enwau ein tai, heb anghofio 
am ein cerrig beddi, oll wedi�u llunio o lechi.   

O ran allforio byd-eang, roedd hwn yn gynnyrch o bwys mawr, ac fe gariwyd y llechi 
ar sgwneri pren bychan i Hamburg; Szczecin, Melbourne ac Efrog Newydd, yn 
ogystal â harbyrau a phorthladdoedd dirifedi eraill ledled y byd. Nid y llechi eu hunain 
gafodd eu hallforio cofiwch chi; bu i nifer o chwarelwyr a�u teuluoedd fynd draw i 
Ganada, yr Unol Daleithiau ac Awstralia i agor chwareli. Roedd yr amgylchedd galed 
a�r hinsawdd garw yn rhan o hunaniaeth y bobl hyn � pobl solet, dibynadwy a 
goddefgar; wedi�r cyfan, Cadernid Gwynedd yw arwyddair ein sir. 

Mae perygl yn llechu bob amser mewn ardal ymylol fel Gwynedd, a lle bynnag y mae 
iaith frodorol hynafol yn parhau�n gryf � i rywun ddychmygu bod y cymunedau hyn 
� er mor arw a gweithgar yr oeddynt, yn wan o ran eu harloesedd a�u diwydrwydd. 
Ond, mae ein stori llechi ni yn wahanol. Cafodd trefi a phentrefi newydd eu creu i 
gartrefu�r gweithlu; dyma enghreifftiau gwych o gymunedau o�r oes ddiwydiannol, 
ond mae iddynt hefyd gymeriad Cymreig unigryw. Bu i reilffyrdd llechi Gogledd 
Orllewin Cymru, a naddwyd drwy greigiau neu a gludwyd dros nentydd mynyddig ar 
sarnau cerrig uchel, ddarparu model ar gyfer systemau tebyg mewn amgylcheddau 
mynyddig ledled y byd. Gwnaeth peirianwyr, rheolwyr a thechnegwyr benderfyniadau 
deallus ynghylch systemau trin newydd, peiriannau ar gyfer pwmpio neu dwnelu, 
neu lifiau i�w defnyddio i sgwaru blociau llechi. 

Dyma flas ar rai o�r rhesymau eithriadol y credaf pam y bydd y byd am wybod rhagor 
am Dirwedd Llechi Gogledd Orllewin Cymru, ac y bydd yn gwerthfawrogi ac yn 
mwynhau ei arwyddocâd. Dyma pam fod y Cynllun Rheoli mor bwysig wrth sicrhau, 
gyda�n gilydd, ein bod yn rheoli�r safle�n gynaliadwy ar gyfer y cenedlaethau i ddod 
er mwyn hyrwyddo tirwedd fyw sy�n cynnal ein hiaith, ein diwylliant, ein cymunedau 
a�n heconomi. 

Dafydd Wigley
	 Y Gwir Anrhydeddus Arglwydd Wigley o Gaernarfon,�Cyfrin Gynghorydd
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Introduction

The Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales was formed by the quarrying, processing 
and transportation of slate to produce roofing materials and architectural 
materials for global markets, from the late eighteenth century to the twentieth. As 
well as the quarries and mines themselves, this landscape has also been shaped by 
the need to create huge tips of waste rock; to process and transport slate; to 
manage water to power machinery; to house quarrymen and their families, and to 
provide for their material, moral and intellectual well-being.

The Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales UNESCO World Heritage Site nomination 
celebrates the industrial and cultural influence of our region on the rest of the world, 
and the people, communities and landscape of Gwynedd. Our proposed World 
Heritage Site includes six separate areas, or �Component Parts� as they are termed 
within this document. This Management Plan forms an important part of the 
nomination, and outlines how together we will deal with change in Gwynedd if the 
World Heritage nomination is successful, and how we can then build on this 
prestigious status to protect our heritage, and promote and improve the region for 
the benefit of local communities, businesses and visitors.

UNESCO is the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Its 
mission is to build peace through international cooperation in Education, the 
Sciences and Culture. It defines World Heritage Sites as: 

places of Outstanding Universal Value to the whole of humanity. 
This means that their cultural and/or natural significance is so 
exceptional as to transcend national boundaries and to be of common 
importance for present and future generations of all humanity. 

There is no higher recognition of heritage value.

Gwynedd Council and its partners � the Welsh Government, National Museum Wales, 
the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales, the 
Snowdonia National Park, the National Trust and Bangor University, in addition to key 
landowners and stakeholders across Gwynedd � have been developing the World 
Heritage nomination for ten years. The Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales was 
included on the United Kingdom�s Tentative List of World Heritage Nominated Properties 
in March 2011 and was formally announced in October 2018 as the next nomination to 
be presented to UNESCO�s World Heritage Centre by the UK Government.

The publication of this Management Plan is the conclusion of many discussions 
with, and contributions from, all partners and key stakeholders across Gwynedd, 
Wales, the UK and internationally. It has also drawn on public consultation. The 
Management Plan accompanies the full Nomination Dossier which outlines how 
and why our Slate Landscape is so exceptional in world-wide terms. Both were 
presented to the UK Government for submission to the World Heritage Centre in 
Paris during the winter of 2019. The outcome of the nomination will be decided by 
UNESCO in 2021.

The production, adoption and regular review of agreed Management Plans for each 
inscribed World Heritage Site is required by UNESCO and is fundamental to the 
approach recommended by Welsh Ministers for the protection of these important 
sites. This Management Plan therefore provides an important link between the 
international requirements of UNESCO on the one hand, and the aspirations and 
requirements of local communities and regional authorities on the other.

This Management Plan is a living stand-alone document. Five Themes lie at its heart, 
setting out how the World Heritage Site will be managed, cared for, developed and 
enjoyed. It is divided into eight sections:

�	 Section 1 defines what is meant by a World Heritage Site and provides an 
introduction to The Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales and the role of the 
Management Plan.

�	 Section 2 provides the Justification for Inscription and also describes the values 
(attributes) of The Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales 

�	 Section 3 sets out the Partnership�s vision for The Slate Landscape of Northwest 
Wales.

�	 Section 4 relates to Theme 1: Governance and Management, and explains how 
the Management Plan will be effectively, openly and transparently delivered.

�	 Section 5 relates to Theme 2: Caring for The Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales, 
and sets out how the proposed Outstanding Universal Value of the World Heritage 
Site will be effectively protected, conserved and managed.

�	 Section 6 relates to Theme 3: Sustainable Development of The Slate Landscape 
of Northwest Wales to ensure that the World heritage Site will help to sustain a 
living, thriving landscape. 

�	 Section 7 relates to Theme 4: Enjoying The Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales, 
and illustrates how the World Heritage Site can be enjoyed, experienced and 
understood by both local residents and visitors.

�	 Section 8 relates to Theme 5: Learning about The Slate Landscape of Northwest 
Wales, and sets out options to ensure that the World Heritage Site becomes a 
focus for shared learning and research at all levels.

This Management Plan includes an Action Plan, which is geared towards developing 
management strategies and initiatives. 

In the event of a successful inscription, this Management Plan will take full effect. 
It is dated 2020-2030 and will be reviewed in 2025.

The Nantlle Valley Slate Quarry Landscape ' Crown copyright: RCAHMW.



1  Purpose and Status of 
the Management Plan

Penrhyn quarry and Bethesda, 
part of Component Part 1 

' Crown copyright: RCAHMW
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1.1  What is a World Heritage Site? 	

The UNESCO World Heritage Committee defines World Heritage Sites as:

places of Outstanding Universal Value to the whole of humanity. 
This means that their cultural and/or natural significance is so 
exceptional as to transcend national boundaries and to be of common 
importance for present and future generations of all humanity. 

There is no higher recognition of heritage value. 

Location

The proposed World Heritage Site is located within the county of Gwynedd and the 
Snowdonia National Park, historically the heartland of the Welsh slate industry, and 
comprises six separate Component Parts, chosen to reflect the full nature of this 
cultural landscape, in which quarrying once flourished in valley communities. Within 
each Component Part, significant Elements � physical features which embody the 
attributes of Outstanding Universal Value � have been identified. 

Each Component Part has its own unique character. They have been chosen for 
their scale (all of the largest relict quarries and quarrying areas are represented), for 
their significant landscape impact, for their integrity, and for the way in which they 
exemplify technology transfer and the transformation of a minority rural culture into 
a modern industrial society. Two historic operational railways built to carry slate, the 
Ffestiniog and the Talyllyn, form elements of the Nominated Property, as do a 
number of relict railway sites, several quarry settlements and two ports, Penrhyn and 
Porthmadog, from where roofing slates began their ocean journey to world markets. 

Slate is still quarried within the region, immediately adjacent to the proposed World 
Heritage Site. Several of the relict quarries are finding a new lease of life as heritage 
attractions and as adventure tourism destinations. 

1.2  Introduction to the Nominated Property 
– The Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales
The Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales was formed by the extraction, processing 
and transport of slate to produce roofing materials and architectural materials for 
global markets, from the late eighteenth century to the twentieth. It is a cultural 
landscape � one where the works of nature and humankind combine to express a 
deep relationship between people and their natural environment. As well as the 
workings themselves, both on the surface and underground, this cultural landscape 
has also been shaped by the need to tip substantial quantities of waste rock; to 
process and transport slate; to manage water as both a threat and an asset; to house 
workers and their families; and to provide for their material, moral and intellectual 
well-being. 

There are currently (2019) 1,121 World Heritage sites. Cultural sites can be of any date � from 
prehistory like Stonehenge or modern like Jodrell Bank. One of the most famous is the Taj 
Mahal, �the jewel of Muslim art in India and one of the universally admired masterpieces of the 
world�s heritage� (UNESCO, photograph by John Roney).

Visitors discovering the story of slate on the Llechwedd Deep Mine Tour in Blaenau Ffestiniog 
' Llechwedd / JW Greaves & Sons.



Cwmorthin mine in 
Component Part 5. 

Historic artefacts, such as 
this bridge, survive 

particularly well in the 
context of underground 

workings ' Jon Knowles.
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Map 1. The proposed World Heritage Site, showing the location of the six Component Parts in 
Gwynedd (Scale 1:500,000).
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An area that has been quarried for slate since the Medieval period but which was 
developed on an extensive scale from the late eighteenth century onwards by 
Richard Pennant, Lord Penrhyn, and his heirs. The Component Part includes the 
relict part of the great stepped Penrhyn Slate Quarry, worked continuously since the 
late eighteenth century, a water-powered mill complex at Felin Fawr, the railroad 
and railway that transported the slate to the private harbour at Port Penrhyn, the 
distinctive and contrasting workers� settlements at Bethesda and Mynydd Llandygai 
and the quarry-owning family�s huge Penrhyn Castle and its vast Park. 

Elements:

1.1	 Penrhyn Slate Quarry 
� relict stepped galleries with extensive areas of slate tipping to either side

1.2	 Felin Fawr Slate-Slab Mills 
� an historic processing and engineering complex

1.3	 The Penrhyn Slate Quarry Railroad and Penrhyn Slate Quarry Railway 
� two historic systems which exported slate from 1801 to 1962

1.4	 Port Penrhyn 
� the harbour for Penrhyn slates

1.5	 Mynydd Llandygai Settlement 
� planned housing for quarrymen and their families

1.6	 Bethesda Village 
� created by quarrymen who preferred not to live on the Penrhyn estate

1.7	 Penrhyn Castle and Park 
� the extravagant neo-Norman dwelling of the Penrhyn family

COMPONENT PART 1
Penrhyn Slate Quarry and Bethesda, 
and the Ogwen Valley to Port Penrhyn

The Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales � Property Management Plan 21

Map 2. The boundaries and Elements of Component Part 1: Penrhyn Slate Quarry and 
Bethesda, and the Ogwen Valley to Port Penrhyn (Scale 1:50,000).
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Penrhyn Quarry ' Crown copyright: RCAHMW.

The Ogwen valley from Port 
Penrhyn, showing the castle, the 

quarry settlements, transport routes 
and the quarry itself in the distance 

' Crown copyright: RCAHMW.
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This Component Part is dominated by the huge relict Dinorwig Slate Quarry with its 
stepped galleries, tips of waste rock and processing areas rising 500m from the 
valley floor at the foot of Snowdon, the former engineering workshops and hospital, 
now open as museums, extensive worker settlements including barracks, dispersed 
cottages and the nucleated villages of Deiniolen and Clwt y Bont, and transport 
systems including the lake, road and railway by which slate was exported.

Elements:

2.1	 Dinorwig Slate Quarry 
� an extensive relict slate quarry

2.2	 ‘Australia’ Gallery 
� mills and buildings in an area of the quarry too remote to be scrapped, 
retaining their machinery

2.3	 Anglesey Barracks 
� in Dinorwig Slate Quarry, accommodation for workmen who lived too far 
away to commute daily

2.4	 V2 Inclined Plane / Vivian Slate Quarry 
� a working counterbalanced inclined plane in a separate department of the 
Dinorwig Slate Quarry 

2.5	 Dinorwig Slate Quarry Engineering Complex 
� now the National Slate Museum 

2.6	 Dinorwig Quarry Road Systems 
� the �drag�, the Dinorwig quarry road and the Fachwen quarry road 

2.7	 The Dinorwig Slate Quarry Railroad and Railway 
� which between them exported slate from 1825 to 1961

2.8	 Deiniolen, Clwt y Bont, Dinorwig and Fachwen Settlements 
� quarry villages and cottages

2.9	 Craig yr Undeb [‘Union Rock’] 
� a natural outcrop where the North Wales Quarrymen�s Union meetings 
were held

2.10	 Dinorwig Slate Quarry Hospital 
� now open as a museum

COMPONENT PART 2 
Dinorwig Slate Quarry 
Mountain Landscape

Map 3. The boundary and Elements of Component Part 2: Dinorwig Slate Quarry Mountain 
Landscape (Scale 1:40,000).
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The Anglesey barracks 
' Crown copyright: RCAHMW.

�Australia� gallery mill 
' Gwynedd Archaeological Trust.
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Dinorwig Quarry 
' Crown copyright: RCAHMW.
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Nantlle Component Part is a multi-period valley which sweeps from the foothills of 
the Snowdon massif to the Arfon plain and to the sea. It includes the open-pit slate 
quarries up to 150m deep, extensive tips, relict processing buildings, a monumental 
Cornish steam pumping engine in its original engine-house, associated worker 
settlements, including a village, squatters� cottages and adapted agricultural 
buildings, and the Stephenson-engineered railway by which slate was exported.

Elements:

3.1	 Cilgwyn Slate Quarry Tips

3.2	 Blaen y Cae Slate Quarry ‘Blondin’ Ropeway

3.3	 Dorothea Slate Quarry

3.4	 Dorothea Slate Quarry Cornish Beam Engine

3.5	 Pen y Bryn / Cloddfa’r Lôn Slate Quarry Dwellings, Slate-Mill and 
Chain Incline Ropeway Bastions

3.6	 Pen y Bryn / Cloddfa’r Lôn Slate Quarry Water-Driven Pump System

3.7	 Pen yr Orsedd Slate Quarry

3.8	 Pen yr Orsedd Slate Quarry ‘Blondin’ Ropeways

3.9	 The Nantlle Railway

3.10	 Nantlle Village

3.11	 Settlements on Cilgwyn Mountain

3.12	 Plas Tal y Sarn and Tal y Sarn Farmhouse

COMPONENT PART 3
Nantlle Valley 
Slate Quarry Landscape

Map 4. The boundary and Elements of Component Part 3: Nantlle Valley Slate Quarry 
Landscape (Scale 1:25,000).
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The Nantlle valley from the south-east, looking out to the Irish Sea 
' Crown copyright: RCAHMW.
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This short-lived quarrying area, operating in the mid nineteenth century, is notable 
for the survival of features often lost at more commercially successful operations. It 
includes the isolated Gorseddau Slate Quarry and Prince of Wales Slate Quarry both 
worked on a similar principle to Penrhyn Slate Quarry with stepped galleries with 
inclined plane access; the railways that served the two quarries, a deserted worker-
settlement at Treforys and the dramatic Ynysypandy slate-slab mill. 

Elements:

4.1	 Gorseddau Slate Quarry 

4.2	 Prince of Wales Slate Quarry 

4.3	 Ynysypandy Slate-Slab Mill 

4.4	 Gorseddau Railway and Gorseddau Junction & Portmadoc Railways

4.5	 Treforys Village

COMPONENT PART 4
Gorseddau and Prince of Wales 
Slate Quarries, Railways and Mill

Map 5. The boundary and Elements of Component Part 4: Gorseddau and Prince of Wales 
Slate Quarries, Railways and Mill (Scale 1:35,000).

0 2 kilometres
Datum: Ordnance Survey Great Britain OSGBN

Nominated Property Boundary

258000256000254000252000

35
10

00
34

90
00

34
70

00
34

50
00

34
30

00

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.4

4.5

Nominated Property BoundaryProposed World Heritage Site Boundary



The Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales � Property Management Plan The Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales � Property Management Plan34 35

The Prince of Wales Quarry in Cwm Pennant 
clings to the mountain-side 

' Crown copyright: RCAHMW.

Ynysypandy slate-slab mill served the Gorseddau 
quarry and was linked to it by a railway system 

' Crown copyright: RCAHMW.

























































































































The Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales  – Property Management Plan The Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales  – Property Management Plan184 185

Cadw: The Conservation Principles for the sustainable management of the historic 
environment in Wales (2011) 
hiips://cadw.gov.wales/advice-support/conservation-principles

Cadw: Conservation Principles in Action: Integrating Conservation with Other 
Interests (2011) 
hiips://cadw.gov.wales/sites/default/files/2019-05/Conservation_Principles_
EN_0.pdf

Planning Policy Wales Edition 10 (2018) 
hiips://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-12/planning-policy-
wales-edition-10.pdf

Technical Advice Note 24: The Historic Environment (May 2017) 
hiips://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-09/tan24-historic-
environment.pdf

Managing Change in World Heritage Sites in Wales (May 2017) 
hiips://cadw.gov.wales/sites/default/files/2019-05/20170531Managing%20
Change%20in%20World%20Heritage%20Sites%20in%20Wales%2031146%20
EN_0.pdf

Cadw: Setting of Historic Assets in Wales (2017) 
hiips://cadw.gov.wales/sites/default/files/2019-04/Setting%20of%20
Historic%20Assets%20in%20Wales_0.pdf

Guide to Good Practice on Using the Register of Landscapes of Historic Interest In 
Wales 
hiips://cadw.gov.wales/sites/default/files/2019-05/
LandscapesRegisterGoodPractice_EN_0.pdf

Cadw: Chapels in Wales � Conservation and Conversion � Industrial Workers 
Housing � Care and Conservation � Managing Change to Listed Buildings in Wales 
hiips://cadw.gov.wales/advice-support/historic-assets/listed-buildings/best-
practice-guidance#section-chapels-in-wales---conservation-and-conversion

The planning process � material consideration

Register of Landscapes of Outstanding Historic Interest in Wales (Cadw, ICOMOS, 
Countryside Council for Wales, 2000) 
hiips://lle.gov.wales/catalogue/item/
RegisteredLandscapesOfOutstandingHistoricInterestInWales/?lang=en

Local plans and guidance

The Eryri local development plan 2016-2031 
hiips://www.snowdonia.gov.wales/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/1689041/
Cynllun-Datblygu-Lleol-V4.pdf 

Anglesey and Gwynedd Joint Local Development Plan 2011-2026 (2017) 
hiips://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/en/Council/Documents---Council/
Strategies-and-policies/Environment-and-planning/Planning-policy/Anglesey-
and-Gwynedd-Joint-Local-Development-Plan-Written-Statement.pdf

Gwynedd Council Plan 2018-2023 
hiips://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/en/Council/Documents---Council/
Strategies-and-policies/Gwynedd-Plan-17-18/Gwynedd-Council-
Plan-2018-2023.pdf

Gwynedd Destination Management Plan 2013-2020 
hiips://businesswales.gov.wales/dmwales/sites/dmwales/files/documents/
gwynedd-dm-plan.pdf

Gwynedd Council, Anglesey Council and Snowdonia National Park Authority 
Landscape and Sensitivity Capacity Study 2014 
hiips://www.snowdonia.gov.wales/planning/planning-policy/Supp-Planning-
Guidance/adopted-supplementary-planning-guidance-documents

Urban Character Studies

Blaenau Ffestiniog Urban Character Report 
hiips://cadw.gov.wales/advice-support/placemaking/historic-character/urban-
character-reports#section-blaenau-ffestiniog

Bethesda Urban Character Report  
hiip://orapweb.rcahms.gov.uk/coflein/6/634146.PDF

Deiniolen / Clwt y bont� Urban Character Report 
hiip://orapweb.rcahms.gov.uk/coflein/6/634147.PDF

Nantlle Village and Cilgwyn�Urban Character Report 
http://orapweb.rcahms.gov.uk/coflein/6/634149.PDF

Abergynolwyn Urban Character Report 
hiip://orapweb.rcahms.gov.uk/coflein/6/634145.PDF  

Documents commissioned by Gwynedd Council

TBR/Rebanks: Assessment of the current and potential economic impact of 
heritage (2015)

The Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales World Heritage Site Economic Plan

Interpretation Strategy for Wales Slate World Heritage Site Nomination Area

Marketing Toolkit � To promote the Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales 

Key Messages for Wales Slate World Heritage Site Nomination Area (included in the 
Interpretation Strategy)

(Gwynedd Destination Management Partnership): Tourism and Destination 
Management Plan
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The steam mill at Diffwys Slate Quarry which overlooks Blaenau Ffestiniog in Component Part 5 
' Llechwedd / JW Greaves & Sons.

Front Cover: 
Blaenau Ffestiniog and the Ffestiniog Slate Quarries, Component Part 5 ' Crown copyright: RCAHMW.

Back Cover: 
Bethesda High Street (Component Part 1) ' Gwynedd Council. 
National Slate Museum slate-splitting demonstration (Component Part 2) ' Gwynedd Council. 
Dorothea Cornish beam engine (Component Part 3) ' Crown copyright: RCAHMW. 
Prince of Wales Slate Quarry (Component Part 4) 'Crown copyright: RCAHMW. 
The Talyllyn Railway (Component Part 6) ' Talyllyn Railway.

Title page and contents:  
Pen yr Orsedd war memorial (Component Part 3) ' Crown copyright: RCAHMW.




